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ATLANTIC 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. 411766 

Ol: 
engineers 
geologists 
scientists 

October 4,1995 

John D. Wilson, Esquire 
Northern States Power Company 
P.O. Box 8 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 53702-0008 

RE: Sanbom Fire Insurance Maps 
Manufactured Gas Plants 
Atlantic Project No. 2173-01-01 

Dear Mr. Wilson: 

In accordance with the request of Ms. Linda H. Bochert of Michael Best & Friedrich, 
Attorneys at Law, provided herein is a brief summary of Atlantic Environmental Services, Inc.'s 
(Atlantic's) experience in working on manufactured gas plant (MGP) sites. This letter also describes 
our experience in confronting situations in \^iiich we have found something on the site which was not 
depicted on Sanbom Fire Insurance (Sanbom) maps. These services have been provided in accordance 
vdth several telephone discussions between Atlantic and Ms. Bochert, and Ms. Bochert's letter of 
September 18,1995. 

Since the inception of the company in 1985, Atlantic has been involved in all aspects of MGP 
site managemenL Atlantic currently employs approximately 70 employees and virtually all of the 
professional staff have experience related to MGP sites. MGP projects currently account for 
approximately 80 percent of Atlantic's workload and we have provided services to more than 40 
electric and gas utilities representing more than 240 MGP sites across the United States. Atlantic's 
MGP-related services have ranged from initial historical review of operations to constmction 
management and implementation of remedial activities. Atlantic's working knowledge of MGP site 
management is also maintained at a state-of-the-art level through its involvement with applied research 
programs for both the Gas Research Institute (GRI) and the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI). 
The enclosed matrix depicts the extent of Atlantic's experience in helping our clients manage MGP 
sites. 

Atlantic's experience in the management and investigation of MGP sites has shown that it is 
essential to identify the historic use of a site. A key component to evaluating site history is to review 
Sanbom maps and other sources of historic information. Atlantic has evaluated the historical, 
geological, and hydrogeological information of numerous MGP sites across the United States. Based 
on a review of available data, the potential existence of on-site contamination attributable to an MGP 
can be documented. The presence of potential off-site source area(s) can sometimes also be defined. 
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As mentioned, we have used Sanbom maps as a standard background review technique since 
the inception of the company. However, Sanbom maps are limited in the extent of information they 
will provide. In many cases, we have to supplement the Sanbom map data with information from 
other sources such as historic topographic maps, archival county and city atlases. Brown's Directory 
of American Gas Companies, old MGP site plans and surveys, interviews, plus other forms of 
information. 

In reviewing Sanbom maps, it should be imderstood that they do not provide topographic 
details. If an MGP site imderwent physical property changes over time, these may not show up on the 
Sanbom maps. Filled-in areas aroimd MGPs are not usually depicted and these areas can contain tars 
and purifier wastes. They were non-stmctural and, therefore, were not the subject of Sanbom 
mapping. It always has to be kept in mind why Sanbom maps were developed; they were for fire 
insurance purposes and not waste disposal/storage mapping purposes. 

In our historical review of operations at MGP sites, Atlantic has encoimtered situations in 
which a stmcture or facility, or other site element 'vAach would ordinarily be expected to appear on 
the Sanbom map, has not been depicted. To answer the question regarding wliat types of situations 
we have encountered where a site feature was discovered, but not shown on the Sanbom map, we offer 
the following examples. 

• Indiana- Construction activities at an MGP site disclosed the presence of 
a subsurface stmcture (tar/water separator, tar pit, tar well, or other similar 
stmcture) which did not appear on available Sanbom maps. 

• Missouri- Remedial activities at an MGP site uncovered the presence of a 
subsurface stmcture (tar/water separator, tar pit, tar well, or other similar 
structure) which did not appear on the available Sanbom maps. 

• Connecticut- At two sites owned by the same company, bermed lagoons 
used for the storage/disposal of tar/water emulsions were not depicted on the 
available Sanbom maps. 

• New York - At one coal carbonization MGP site, the presence of an 
underground naphthalene sump indicated on an old plant drawing was not 
shown on the available Sanbom maps. Also, at another site, a topographic 
depression used for the open-pit disposal of coal tar was not indicated on the 
available Sanbom maps. During the background investigation, the 
depression was discovered to have been the expression of an ancient 
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sluiceway for a 19th century cotton mill that was covered over before the gas 
plant was constmcted, 

• Florida- At one site, tar contamination was found away from the gas plant 
stmctures that were depicted on the available Sanbom maps. There were no 
stmctures in the apparent tar disposal area. 

Pennsylvania - At one site, a tar well was not shown on the available 
Sanbom maps but it did show up on the old utility site plan. At another site, 
a bermed tar burning area was discovered through interviews with former gas 
plant employees. This area was not shown on the available Sanbom maps. 

As shown by the above, although Sanbom maps are valuable soiurces of historic site 
information, they are not necessarily conclusive evidence of the "non-existence" of site features. 

Atlantic appreciates the opportunity to be of continued service to Northem States Power 
Company and Michael Best & Friedrich on this project. If you have any questions regarding the 
information summarized herein or other related issues, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

ATLANTIC ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES^INC. 

Tho 
Project Manager / 

TJH/car 
Enclosure 
cc: L. Bochert 
(wproc\2I73\wilsl004.ltrl 
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